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PTPS Fall 2011 Syllabus
“Education either functions as an instrument which is used to facilitate integration of the younger generation into the logic of the present system and bring about conformity or it becomes the practice of freedom, the means by which men and women deal critically and creatively with reality and discover how to participate in the transformation of their world.” ~Paulo Freire
Welcome to PTPS!  We look forward to a fantastic semester with all of you.  Our program follows quite closely to the Freire quote above.  We believe that education can indeed be transformative and it is with that belief in mind that we go out and teach.  As teachers for PTPS, you have great freedom in designing and implementing your own class – we will provide you with materials and training to guide you in how to run your class. In the end, it will be a challenging and educational experience, for those who have never taught in front of a class of students and for those who have.  By the end of the semester, we hope everyone in the program will have gained valuable insights on teaching high school students.

Our DeCal is designed to supplement your experience of classroom teaching.  During the two hours you spend with us, we’ll be reviewing teaching strategies and techniques, current issues in education, and other topics relevant to the overall teaching experience.  Our goal is, simply put, to make each other better teachers. 
DeCal Schedule (tentative)
	Date
	Decal
	Math
	Verbal

	Sept 13
	Introduction to PTPS
	Diag #1
	Diag #1

	Sep 20
	Teaching Techniques
	Numbers & Operations 1
	Sentence Completion

	Sep 27
	Strategies
	Numbers & Operations 2
	Grammar 1

	Oct 4
	Learning Styles
	Algebra & Functions 1
	Grammar 2

	Oct 11
	What color are you?
	Algebra & Functions 2
	Critical Reading 1

	Oct 18
	Asking Questions
	Geometry & Measurements 1
	Essay

	Oct 25
	Mid-semester Evaluation
	Evaluation
	Evaluation

	Nov 1
	The Achievement Gap
	Geometry & Measurements 2
	Critical Reading 2

	Nov 8
	Issues in Education
	Data Analysis, Statistics & Probability
	Improving Paragraphs

	Nov 15
	Guest Speaker
	Diag #2
	Diag #2

	Nov 22
	Guest Speaker
	Review
	Review

	Nov 29
	End-of-the-Year Banquet
	None
	None


Important Dates

	Sep 14: Classes Begin –Diagnostic #1

Sep 17: PTPS Retreat 3-7PM

Sep 27: Diag #1 scores due

Oct 25: Site Observations Due


	Nov 29: Portfolio Due

Dec 3: Last Day of Teaching 

Dec 3: The SAT

Dec 6: Diag #2 scores due via e-mail to ptps.berkeley@gmail.com


Course Requirements

Because our time is short, we have requirements for the participants in this program to help reflect on the teaching experience.  They are:

1) Attendance and Participation: Showing up to DeCal every Tuesday night on time is a MUST. You will only be allowed up to 2 absences per semester. In addition, we highly encourage you to voice your opinion and share your experiences during in-class discussions. While we can’t physically or mentally force you to participate, remember that we’re here to learn from each other. Teachers are also required to attend our retreat, which is Saturday, Sep. 17th from 3-7 p.m. The retreat is an intensive training for our teachers. If you have a scheduling problem or conflict with teaching or decal class, you have the responsibility of notifying your site coordinator.  
2) Teaching: Teachers are required to teach 2 hours a week with their partners. Planning is to be done outside of class. However, we will provide a curriculum and weekly meetings on teaching strategies. Coordinators are here to help review lesson plans and address any teaching concerns. All teachers are also responsible for submitting diagnostic scores by the dates listed above.
3) Portfolio: This portfolio is intended to serve as a tool to help you organize all the work you do as a PTPS tutor. You are responsible for building this portfolio throughout the semester and turning it in at the end of the semester as your final assignment. Almost all handouts and assignments we do in decal should be included into this portfolio, so if for whatever reason you miss a decal please speak to a coordinator about making up the work. A complete portfolio is required to pass this decal.  More instruction on Portfolio Worksheet. 
4) Community Service/Program Improvement Jobs (CSPIJs):  Everyone is required to do at least 2 hours of CSPIJ.  Jobs include, but aren’t limited to, substituting for other teachers, teaching and helping out with our college workshops, and designing worksheets for the website. Talk with the coordinators if you have other CSPIJ ideas. CSPIJs can also be used to make up for missed DeCal classes or teachings.
We need all these requirements to be met by all our teachers!  We are more than happy to work things out with you if there are issues. Our main goal is to have everyone gain from this program, both the students we serve and you.

It is our intent that you will come out of this program with both valuable classroom experience and a new outlook on what it means to be a teacher.  If at any time you have any questions or concerns regarding your classes, the DeCal, or teaching in general, please do not hesitate to contact any of the coordinators. Teaching is an educational activity for all involved, but can also be extremely fun – enjoy yourself when you’re out there.  Have a good time and best of luck teaching!    
Decal Breakdown

Each 2 hour decal class will be taught in the following format.

	6:10 – 7:00
	Decal: The first 50 minutes of Decal will be designated to a topic of the week. This time is meant to guide you on how to teach your class, as well as to enlighten you on issues regarding education.

	7:00 – 7:05
	Announcements: Important dates and deadlines will be given. Make sure to always write these down and give them to your students if it pertains to them.

	7:05 – 7:10
	Site Splits: During site splits, you will be given the opportunity to speak to your site coordinator and to discuss issues regarding your site overall. This includes attendance issues, lack of materials in the classroom, or any other site related difficulty.

	7:10 – 8:00
	Math / Verbal Splits: During this split, you will have the opportunity to discuss what you did that week with your students, receive a lesson plan worksheet, lesson plan, and discuss lesson plan ideas. It’s absolutely crucial to participate with the rest of the class and share ideas.
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