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Christian Love in Theory and Literature

Texts:

St. Augustine. Confessions. (Books 1-9); recommended edition– ISBN: 1565481542 

St. Augustine. On Christian Doctrine. (Book 1)

Nygren, Anders (1982). Agape and Eros. University of Chicago Press. (excerpts)

Luther, Martin. Sermons on 1 Corinthians 13 and Romans 13:8-10

Lewis, C. S. (1980). The Four Loves. Harcourt. 

Lewis, C. S. (1971). Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold. Harcourt.

Course Description:


What do we mean by the word "love"? Is it merely a feeling? Is love something that must be learned and cultivated, or is it an innate ability? Love is a universally understood term and yet when we say we love pineapples, our parents, our friends, our lovers, and even God, we obviously do not mean "love" in the same way. This class will focus on love in a Christian context, how it is conceived of and how it plays out in the life of the Christian. We will examine this topic primarily through five works and various supplemental materials. On Christian Doctrine by St. Augustine was written to aid Christian teachers and preachers in interpreting Scripture whereas his Confessions is an autobiography detailing his life and conversion to Christianity. Agape and Eros, by the Lutheran theologian Anders Nygren, primarily discusses the meaning of his definition of God’s love, agape, in relation to other, lesser, and non-Christian forms of which the most noble is termed eros. The last two works are written by C.S. Lewis; The Four Loves is an exploration of the nature of human love based on four ancient Greek words for love (storge, philia, eros, and agape), and Till We Have Faces is a reworking of the myth of Cupid and Psyche, portraying the many different facets of love in the setting of a novel. As we read these works we will consider several conceptions of Christian love, beginning with the Bible's formulation, Augustine’s early interpretation, Luther's expounding, and Nygren and Lewis’ subsequent critique and exposition, respectively. We will make a point of observing the development of the concept of love throughout the history of the Church. Only the Confessions and the two C.S. Lewis works need to be purchased; they will be available at the Cal Student Store.

Class will meet once a week. Attendance is mandatory; failure to attend three or more classes (without an appropriate excuse) will require an additional written assignment to pass, regardless of grade. The bulk of class time will be spent on discussion, starting with a short review and lecture to recap the week’s reading and to make sure everyone is on the same page. The readings will be an average of a little less than 60 pages per week but will be of varying length and difficulty (shorter when more difficult, longer when easier). Students will be expected to attend class, read the assigned reading, participate in discussion, complete the short reading responses, and write a final paper. The reading responses and final paper will allow the student to demonstrate basic comprehension of the material and will also provide an opportunity to engage the texts and discuss possible applications and contradictions, among other things.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Citing, however, is heavily encouraged.

Grading:

Short Assignments (S.A.) – 30%

Class Participation – 30%

Class Attendance – 10%

Final Paper – 30%

Schedule:

Week of August 30

Introduction

Week of September 6

Bible excerpts 

Week of September 13

Confessions, Books 1–3

Week of September 20

Confessions, Books 4-7

Week of September 27

Confessions, Books 8-9; On Christian Doctrine (Book 1)

Week of October 4

Agape and Eros, (excerpt on agape)/ S.A. #1 due
Week of October 11

Agape and Eros, (excerpt on eros)
Week of October 18

Agape and Eros, (excerpt on Augustine)

Week of October 25

Sermons by Martin Luther on Christian love/ S.A. #2 due
Week of November 1

The Four Loves, Introduction to Ch.2 (pg. 1-56)





Intro; Likings and loves for the sub-human; Affection 
    Week of  November 8

The Four Loves, Ch.3–5 (pg. 57-141)





Friendship; Romantic Love; Charity

Week of November 15

The Cupid and Psyche myth (pp. 311-313), Till we Have 




Faces, Part I Ch.1-9 (pp. 3-101)/ S.A. #3 due
Week of November 22

Till we Have Faces, Part I Ch.8-17 (pp. 102-202)

Week of November 29

Till we Have Faces, Part I Ch.18-21 and Part II (pp. 203-309)
Due date of final paper will be determined collectively.

This syllabus is tentative and may be changed.

