IRAN: A STATE OF PARADOX-Fall 2010 Syllabus

Course Description
This course serves as an introduction to modern Iranian politics in which no prior knowledge of Iran or the greater Middle East is required.  It follows the events and overarching themes leading up to the Islamic Revolution and describes the outcomes that have spiraled into the headlines of today. Key topics of discussion include the socioeconomic inequality, the rule of Reza Shah Pahlavi, the Iranian Revolution (1979), the Green movement, Iran’s rise to regional superpower, and its dynamic relations to the West.  Important current events to be covered will be Iran’s nuclear program, Iran’s role in Iraq and Afghanistan, and the rise of the youth counter culture as a form of political dissent.  Documentaries, films, guest lectures, participation in the class blog, and class discussions are integral parts of this decal.
Class will meet once a week for 2 hours on Wednesdays, from 6pm-8pm, in room 122 Barrows.

Course Coordinators       

Shahed Sajadieh: sh.sajadieh@gmail.com
Shahrzad Makaremi: shmakaremi@berkeley.edu
 

Course Requirements:

Readings
The readings will be posted on the online blog.  The readings are comprised of short summaries and academic articles related to the lecture topics.  Additional readings may be handed out in class.

Blog Participation
You must submit a paragraph response regarding the lecture and/or the readings of the week, posting it on the blog by the beginning of class the following week.  You can miss up to two postings in the semester.  Your responses must be critical and engaging.  Please do not summarize the readings or lectures, rather engage with the material. 
 

The blog can be found at http://iranastateofparadox.blogspot.com/
 
Final Paper
The final paper is a 3–5 page essay.  Topics will be handed out two weeks prior to the final class meeting.
 

Grading
Final Paper (50%),
Blog Participation (25%),
Attendance and group participation (25%) 
NOTE: YOU MUST RECEIVE A SATISFACTORY GRADE IN ALL THREE COMPONENTS IN ORDER TO PASS THE COURSE. 

YOU CANNOT MISS MORE THAN TWO CLASS MEETINGS WITHOUT THE INSTRUCTOR’S PRIOR APPROVAL, MORE THAN TWO UNEXCUSED ABSENCES WILL RESULT IN WRITING 1-2 EXTRA WRITING RESPONSES. 
 

Schedule: 
WEEK 1:  Introduction; overview of the course; Myth vs. Reality; Iran 1850-1953; The Great Game, the Constitutional Revolution, and a period of ineffectiveness 
> http://www.iranchamber.com/history/qajar/qajar.php
> http://www.iranchamber.com/history/constitutional_revolution/constitutional_revolution.php
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,930771,00.html (Why Reza Shah changed Persia to Iran)

> Roraback, Amanda. Iran in a Nutshell. pp. 1, 7-15 
WEEK 2: The coup against Prime Minister Mossadegh; The Shah and the White Revolution; the Road to 1979
۞ Reading due: 
> Roraback, Amanda. Iran in a Nutshell. pp. 19-21 

> Pahlavi, Mohammad Reza. Answer to History. pp. 101-129, 175-179 (Good read, have it)
> Roosevelt, Kermit. Countercoup. Forward, Ch.13. 

> Blum, William. Killing Hope. pp. 64-72. 

> Mossadegh was TIME person of the year in 1951, “the Iranian George Washington.”  
http://www.time.com/time/subscriber/personoftheyear/archive/stories/1951.html 

> “Mossadegh Saved the Shah”

http://www.iranian.com/FereydounHoveyda/2003/September/Mossadegh/index.html  
 WEEK 3:  Economic and Social Conditions of Pre-Revolution Iran; the Shah and International ties
۞Readings Due:
> Manoucher Parvin and Amir N. Zamani, "Political Economy of Growth and Destruction: A Statistical Interpretation of the Iranian Case." Iranian Studies 12, no. 1&2 (1979): 43-78. http://www.jstor.org/stable/4310309 
> TIME: Iran Revolution from the Throne (On White Revolution)
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,844002,00.html
> Pesaran, M.: The System of Dependent Capitalism in Pre- and Post Revolutionary Iran.  504-511
http://www.jstor.org/stable/info/162978?seq=1
> Khomeini’s speech on the Iranian economy
http://www.rkhomeini.com/default.cfm?vm=imam_khomeini_Speech&cid=295&searchstr=undefined 
http://countrystudies.us/iran/63.htm 
> Brief History of Russo-Iranian Relations

http://ajournalistfromiran.blogspot.com/2006/03/history-of-iran-and-russias.html 

> UK-Iran Relations. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/3077540.stm 
WEEK 4:  1979 Revolution (Political, social, economic perspectives); Persepolis Movie; documentary screening, Iran: A Revolution Betrayed
۞ Reading due: 

> Roraback, Amanda. Iran in a Nutshell. pp. 20-29

> Gender and Revolutionary Transformation: Iran 1979, pg 328-343 (But Mostly 339-342)
http://www.jstor.org/stable/190059
> Amuzegar: The Iranian Economy Before and After the Revolution
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4328463
> Skocpol: Rentier State and the Shia Islam in the Iranian Revolution
http://www.jstor.org/stable/657269
> Hoveyda. Monarchy and theocracy: The Impact of Iranian mythology on the Islamic revolution. 
http://www.iranian.com/FereydounHoveyda/2003/April/Book/index.html 

> Hoveyda. Free Elections: My last audience with the Shah. 
http://www.iranian.com/FereydounHoveyda/2000/August/Shah/index.html 

> NPR Iran Slideshow: 
http://www.npr.org/blogs/pictureshow/2009/06/the_iranian_revolution_of_1979.html 
WEEK 5:  The Makeup of the Islamic Regime; Iran-Iraq War (Consequences abroad and at home)
۞ Reading due:

> Roraback, Amanda. Iran in a Nutshell. pp. 30-32 & 61-63

> Letter from Tehran: The Embassy Takeover
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3011419?&Search=yes&term=tehran&term=letter&list=hide&searchUri=/action/doBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dletter%2Bfrom%2Btehran%26wc%3Don%26dc%3DAll%2BDisciplines&item=1&ttl=2622&returnArticleService=showArticle
> Abrahamian, Ervand. Khomeinism. Ch. 1.
> Shaking Hands With Saddam Hussein: The US tilts towards Iraq 1980-84
http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB82/
> Potter and Sick, “Iran, Iraq and the Legacies of War” Ch. 4.
WEEK 6:  Economic Makeup of Iran
Readings Due:
> “Oil, Economic Diversification, and the democratic and Process in Iran” Karshenas and Hakimian
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a713671812
> Karshenas: Economic Reform and the Reconstruction of the Iranian Economy
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4328773
> Amuzegar: Iran 's Economy and US Sanctions
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4329052
WEEK 7: Spotlight on Human Rights in Iran; Women’s Rights; Ethnic and Religion Minorities
Readings Due:

> CIA world factbook: population section
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html
> Women in the Islamic Republic
http://www.jstor.org/stable/3174262
>A Glass Ceiling Broken
http://iran.foreignpolicyblogs.com/2009/09/03/a-glass-ceiling-broken/
> Bayat, Kaveh: The Ethnic Question in Iran
http://www.jstor.org/stable/30042475
> Aghajanian: Ethnic Inequality In Iran: An Overview
http://www.jstor.org/stable/162990
WEEK 8:  Islamic Republic at the turn of the Century; Rise of Reformists and the Ultra-Conservatives (Ahmadinejad)
۞ Reading due: 

> Roraback, Amanda. Iran in a Nutshell. pp. 36-38 

> Khatami, Mohammad. “Islam, Liberty, and Development.” pp. 3-16. & 135-153  

> Ahmadinejad's letter to Americans

http://edition.cnn.com/2006/WORLD/meast/11/29/ahmadinejad.letter/
> Iran in the Balance:
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20050226
 

WEEK 9:  Iran and Nuclear Power; Iran’s Position in the Middle-East
۞ Reading due: 
> Roraback, Amanda. “Iran in a Nutshell”. pp. 50-56, 66-81  

> Klein, Joe. “Nation: Iran” Time Magazine, December 17, 2007. pp. 32-36.

> Nasr, Vali. “The Shia Revival.” Ch. 8

> “Iran Opens First Nuclear Power Plant.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/22/world/middleeast/22bushehr.html?_r=1&ref=global-home

WEEK 10:  Iranian Youth Counterculture
۞ Readings Due:
> Cohen, Jared. “Iran’s Young Opposition: Youth in Post-Revolutionary Iran”
http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/sais_review/v026/26.2cohen.html
> Iranian Cinema: Art, Society, and the State
http://www.merip.org/mer/mer219/219_ziba-mir-hosseini.html
> “New Wave of Iranians Seek US Studies”

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/10/education/10students.html?_r=1&ref=global-home

 WEEK 11:  Guest Lecture, topic of the lecture to be announced two weeks prior.
۞ Final paper topics handed out
WEEK 12: Green Movement, June 12th and Beyond
۞ Readings Due:

> Dabashi, “Social Networking and the making of a Civil Rights Movement.”

http://www.socialtextjournal.org/periscope/2009/11/social-networking-and-the-making-of-a-civil-rights-movement.php
> Timeline of Election and aftermath
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2009/06/25/world/middleeast/20090625-iranelection-timeline.html?ref=middleeast
> NYT: Iran’s efforts to Stifle the opposition -Worth
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/11/24/world/middleeast/24iran.html?_r=2&ref=global-home

WEEK 13:  Final class meeting; What is next for Iran
۞ Final papers due
 

*Documentary clips and videos will be shown throughout the lectures.  The specific documentaries are to be determined. 
 

