Ancient Chinese Philosophy		Legal Studies 98/198
Fall 2010
Course Facilitators: Ryan Blais and Aubrianna Zhu 
	Office Hours:
	Email: ancientchinesephilosophy@email.com
	Website: http://ancientchinesephilosophy.webs.com/ 
Instructor of Record: Professor Berring

Course Description
	This is a student facilitated course on Chinese philosophy dating mostly to the Spring/Autumn and Warring States periods (770-221B.C.).  The course will consist of short lectures, class discussions, and other activities such as debates and presentations.  The course will give a broad introduction to the major schools of thought at the time, namely, Daoism, Confucianism, Legalism, Mohism, Sun Tzu’s Art of War and the respective philosophers within each school of thought.  Students do not need any background in Chinese, as all the texts we will read in class are English translations.  As ancient Chinese philosophy is such a broad subject matter, neither of us are experts in the field; we merely hope to introduce students to a different way of thinking while we learn with them. 

Course Learning Objectives
	Students will gain a broad, introductory understanding of the major schools of ancient Chinese thought, and learn about the relationship of ancient Chinese philosophy to Chinese society, history, and culture.  By the end of the course, students will be able to interpret ancient Chinese texts (in English translation), and defend their interpretations.  Ideally, students will mature as critical readers and writers, and become more interested in Chinese philosophy in general.

Required Texts
	Will either be in the form of a reader that students can purchase from a local copy store or available online through bSpace or the course website.  Students will be expected to have read the required reading before class in order to participate in class discussion and to finish the weekly reading response.

Evaluation Procedures
	Ancient Chinese Philosophy is a 2-unit course graded on a Pass/Not Pass basis.  
	Attendance 
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class session.  Students must regularly attend the class with no more than 2 excused absences (i.e. midterm conflicts, competing in sports, etc).  The class will start precisely 10 minutes after the hour, and arriving more than 15 minutes late will be considered an absence.  Students who consistently leave class early will receive a “Not Pass”.  
	Participation
		Since this is mainly a discussion-based course, discussion is not only greatly 	encouraged, but required.  We would love to have everyone’s input, and we will try to 	make the class a friendly environment for everyone to voice his/her opinions about 	ancient Chinese philosophy.  	Students who are normally “listeners” in class should 	challenge themselves to speak up.  Students who rarely, or never, participate in class	discussions are under the risk of not passing the course. 
Reading responses 
		Students must complete a 1-page reading response each week on the topic of the 	following week.  Students must turn in their reading responses electronically to the 	course email ancientchinesephilosophy@email.com on or before Saturday, 11:59pm. 	Reading responses up to 24 hours late will be considered for half credit, and anything 	later than 24 hours will automatically be discarded.  Make-up work is not allowed. 	Students may miss a total of 2 reading responses and still pass the class.  Also, students 	who are caught plagiarizing will be reported to the Office of Student Conduct and will 	receive a “Not Pass”.  
	Final project 
		 At the end of the course, each student will complete a final project.  The final 	project will be very open-ended, and can take on the form of a written paper, a debate, a 	PowerPoint presentation, and so on.  It may consist of a comparison of a school of 	Chinese thought to western philosophy, a reflection on the class, or the students’ own 	philosophical work in the style of one of the authors studied in class.  The project must 	demonstrate thoughtfulness, aaacademic maturity, and understanding of class material.  	The exact details of the project will be addressed later on in the course.  Students must 	complete the final project to pass the course.  

Class Schedule
	Date
	Agenda
	
	Required Readings

	8/30/2010
	Info Session
	
	

	9/6/2010
	Holiday – No class 
	
	

	9/13/2010
	Introductions, history, and culture of ancient China
	
	All readings TBA

	9/20/2010
	Book of Change
	
	

	9/27/2010
	Confucianism I
	Confucius
	

	10/4/2010
	Confucianism II
	Mencius
	

	10/11/2010
	Confucianism III
	Hsun Tzu
	

	10/18/2010
	Mohism
	Mo Tzu
	

	10/25/2010
	Legalism
	Han Fei Tzu
	

	11/1/2010
	Taoism I
	Lao Tzu
	

	11/8/2010
	Taoism II
	Chuang Tzu
	

	11/15/2010
	Art of War
	Sun Tzu
	

	11/22/2010
	Break for completion of final projects
	
	

	11/29/2010
	Final project presentations
	
	




