International Human Rights and Education

PACS 98/198: 2 units
(Spring 2010)

Course Facilitators: Farid Golshani & Benjamin Omidvari

Contact:  humanrightsdecal@gmail.com
Course Description: The past century has been marked with a profusion of international human rights legislation and the development of important judicial bodies to enforce this legislation which have provided the means for people around the globe to assert their basic human rights.  Despite the establishment of these essential tools and legislation, human rights violations remain at the forefront of international concerns because of a lack of access and education about these rights.  In this course, students will gain a foundational knowledge of international human rights legislation and become experts on human rights issues in a chosen world region or country.  Students will develop a research project that outlines the human rights concerns in their chosen region and outline legislation, propose solutions, and develop an educational curriculum to help people of the region assert their rights.  

Coursework: This is a common learning experience. While we are facilitating the course, we will explore and discuss the course matter together as a group. This means that everybody is asked to do her/his own research on the weekly topics  and participate in the discussion led by the group presenting that week (see section on Class Presentations below).  
Grading/Evaluation: Course is graded on a P/NP basis for 3 units. A passing grade is awarded based on attendance, participation, written research reading responses, a group presentation and midterm paper, and a final research presentation and paper. 

· Weekly reading response and researched sources: 10 %

· Group Presentation and paper (midterm): 30% 

· Research Presentation and paper (final): 35%

· Participation and Attendance: 25%

Readings and Reading Responses: Students will be required to read assigned weekly readings in addition to individual research reading. Students are required to read at least one extensive article each week pertaining to their research topic and submit a reading response each week based on this reading.
Attendance:   Regular attendance is expected and required for a passing grade.   Unless there are special circumstances, no more than two absences from class will be allowed.

Group Presentations and Midterm Paper:  In groups of 3-5 students will pick a desired world region (see presentation regions below) and outline the major human rights issues in this region.  The presentation should last approximately 15 to 20 minutes, and may include videos, power point presentations or interactive activities.  Student Presentations will include a handout with a minimum of 5 references, describing the findings of that student’s research. The presentation itself should be informative as well as creative, interactive and entertaining.  Each student in the group will chose a sub-section of this region and write a 3-4 page paper (12pt. font, double spaced) describing the major human rights concerns in the sub-region chosen.  
Research Presentations and Final Research Paper: Building off of the research from the group presentation and midterm paper, students will write a minimum 5 page paper outlining existing legislation and solutions that would address the human rights violations in their chosen sub-region country (List of sub region countries listed below).  Students will also propose an educational plan that could teach people of this region how to assert their rights using both national and international legislation. Students will then present their findings to the class using the presentation guidelines described above.
Group Presentation Regions:

- Group 1: North and Central America 
- Group 2: South America

- Group 3: Europe

- Group 4: Northern Africa 
-Group 5: Southern Africa

- Group 6: North Asia

-Group 7: Southeast Asia
- Group 8: Oceania

- Group 9: The Middle East

Research Presentation Countries: 
(If you would like to address the issues in a country not listed, accommodations can be made)

· India


- Myanmar

· Ghana


- Iraq

· South Africa

-Georgia

· China


- Northern Ireland/The United Kingdom

· Morocco

- The United States

· Iran


- Ethiopia

· Colombia

- Indonesia

· Sudan


- Mexico
Weekly Schedule

	Dates
	Topic
	Assignments

	Week 1  
	- Class Introductions/Icebreakers

- Expectations for the class, Defining the goal for the class

- Intro Presentation

- Sign up for Group Presentations


	- Reading Research Review due in Class
Readings (See Reading List Below):
·  Universal Declaration of Human Rights, ICCPR, ICESCR


	2
	-Guest Speaker: Professor Kirk Boyd
Discussion: International Human Rights Legislation


	· Reading Research Review due in class

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· ICC Investigations, The United States and the International Criminal Court, Human Rights and the United States , The Realities of Human Trafficking, Human Rights: Central America, Human Rights: South America

	3 
	- Group Presentation: Group 1 and Group 2
-Discuss readings


	- Reading Research Review due in class 

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· European Court of Human Rights, Human Rights: Europe, Ethnic Cleansing in the Former Yugoslavia, Georgia-Russia Conflict

	4
	- Group Presentation: Group 3
-Discuss Readings


	- Reading Research Review due in class 

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· Current Human Rights News, Zimbabwe and Mugabe, Sudan and Al-Bashir, South Africa and Mbeki, Sierra-Leone, Democratic Republic of the Congo.

	5
	-Guest Speaker: Alexander Rosas
- Group Presentations: Group 4 and Group 5
-Discuss Readings


	- Reading Research Review due in class 

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· The Union of Myanmar, Human Rights: Asia, China: Human Right Fact Sheet, Country Reports on Human Rights Practices; India

	6
	- Group Presentations: Group 6 and Group 7
	- Reading Research Review due in class 

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· Human Rights: The Middle East, Iraqi Refugee Crisis, An Overview, Saudi Arabia Today, Australia and Human Rights

	7
	- Group Presentation: Group 8 and 9

-Discuss research paper and readings


	- Reading Research Review due in class 

Readings (See Reading List Below):
· Individual Research for Project: See Source List Below

	8
	- Final Research Presentations: Students from Groups 1-3
- In class movie: Hotel Rwanda

(*Research papers are due on the last day of class)
	- Reading Research Review due in class
Readings (See Reading List Below):
Individual Research for Project: See Source List Below 

	9
	Final Research Presentations:

Students from groups 4-6
	- Reading Research Review due in class
Readings (See Reading List Below):
Individual Research for Project: See Source List Below

	10   
	- Last class: 

Final Research Presentations:

Students from groups 7-9

-Research Papers Due

	- Class Party after presentations!  Bring some snacks/dishes or music to share! 




Reading List 

Week 1:
  Universal Declaration of Human Rights. un.org

 [view at: http://www.un.org/Overview/rights.html]

  ICCPR [view at: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/b3ccpr.htm]

  ICESCR [view at: http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/b2esc.htm]

Genocide Convention [view at http://www.preventgenocide.org/law/convention/text.htm]

Week 2:
· ICC Investigations:  [view at: http://www.globalpolicy.org/intljustice/icc/casesindex.htm]

· The United States and the International Criminal Court: http://www.hrw.org/campaigns/icc/us.htm
· Human Rights and the United States: http://www.nesri.org/fact_sheets_pubs/basic_info.pdf
· The Realities of Human Trafficking. CBS News. Sept. 12, 2007 http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2007/09/11/earlyshow/main3250963.shtml
· Human Rights: Central America. Human Rights Watch. Hrw.org. http://www.hrw.org/doc?t=central_america
· Human Rights: South America. Human Rights Watch. Hrw.org http://www.hrw.org/doc?t=south_america
Week 3:

· European Court of Human Rights. echr.coe.int. The Court. http://www.echr.coe.int/ECHR/EN/Header/The+Court/The+Court/History+of+the+Court/
· Human Rights: Europe. Human Rights Watch. Hrw.org. http://hrw.org/doc/?t=europe
· Ethnic Cleansing in the Former Yugoslavia. Balkans.net. http://balkansnet.org/ethnicl.html
· Georgia-Russia Conflict. Amnesty International. Oct. 1, 2008. http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/asset/EUR04/004/2008/en/3b540f63-8ef1-11dd-8d03-3f760a3cc4a3/eur040042008en.pdf
Week 4:

· Current Human Rights News.  Allafrica.com. http://allafrica.com/humanrights/
· Zimbabwe and Mugabe. Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2008. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/Regions/Africa/Zimbabwe
· Sudan and Al-Bashir. Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2008. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/regions/africa/sudan
· South Africa and Mbeki. Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2008. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/regions/africa/south-africa
· Sierra-Leone. Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2008. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/regions/africa/sierra-leone
· Democratic Republic of the Congo. Amnesty International Human Rights Report. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/regions/africa/democratic-republic-of-the-congo
Week 5:

· The Union of Myanmar. Amnesty International Human Rights Report 2008. http://thereport.amnesty.org/eng/regions/asia-pacific/myanmar
· Human Rights: Asia. Human Rights Watch. Hrw.org. http://hrw.org/doc/?t=asia&c=china
· China: Human Right Fact Sheet. March 2005. http://www.christusrex.org/www1/sdc/hr_facts.html
· Country Reports on Human Rights Practices; India. March 2002. state.gov. http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2001/sa/8230.htm
Week 6:
· Human Rights: The Middle East. Human Rights Watch. Hrw.org. http://www.hrw.org/doc/?t=mideast
· Iraqi Refugee Crisis, An Overview. Humanrightsfirst.org. http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/asylum/asylum_13_iraqi_refugees.asp
· Saudi Arabia Today. The Center for Democracy and Human Rights in Saudi Arabia. http://www.cdhr.info/Articles/SaudiArabiaToday
· Australia and Human Rights. Shah, Anup. Sept. 2000. Global Issues.org. http://www.globalissues.org/article/148/australia-and-human-rights
Weeks  7-10 Individual Research; list of possible sources and articles:

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples--view at http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/declaration.html
  Free the Slaves.net. http://www.freetheslaves.net/NETCOMMUNITY/Page.aspx?pid=183&srcid=-2
· Amnesty International: http://www.amnesty.org/
· Human Rights Watch:http://www.hrw.org/
· Human Rights: United Nations: http://www.un.org/rights/
· Human Rights Web: http://www.hrweb.org/

Search Engines:
· Human Rights in Africa: Allafrica.com

· Pathfinder: http://sunsite5.berkeley.edu:8000/
· Melvyl: http://melvyl.cdlib.org/F/?func=file&file_name=find-b
· WorldCat. http://lib.berkeley.edu/Catalogs/worldcat.html
· Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.com/
                   

