DECAL: Advanced Scrabble:  Strategy, Competition, and Fun (Spring 10)

Math 98/198

Facilitator:  Albert Ng, calscrabble2@gmail.com





    Thursday 5-7

Course goal:  This course will be building off of what was taught in the beginner’s scrabble course. It is not necessary to take the beginner’s course, but if you haven’t taken it you should be familiar with many of the topics.

Grading:  There will be two exams and small weekly assignments of homework assignments.  Attendance is important - you will be allowed only two absences on non-exam days in order to pass the course.  Further absences must be made up with work that is more trouble than coming to class.

Performance in the tournament will not be graded - someone has to come in last!

Required materials:

Scrabble boards

Scoresheets @ www.scrabble-assoc.com/forms/scoresheet.pdf 

The Official Scrabble Dictionary, Jun. 2005.  Merriam Webster.


Optional materials:

Everything Scrabble,  Joe Edley & John D. William Jr., 1994. Pocket Books, New York.


- Scrabble tutorial, vocabulary, and puzzles by an expert-level player.


Word Freak.  Stefan Fatsis, 2001.  Penguin Books, New York.


- Journalist’s account of his rise in the Scrabble tournament world, with historical information.

Homework: As additional assignments to receive a passing grade on this course, you have to turn in 5 score sheets of games played outside of class. You can submit them at the end of the semester by paper or email.  Online scrabble is the best way to get your homework done. www.isc.ro
CALENDAR
Week




Topic

2/11
Introduction to course. Scrabble basics. 2 letter wordsGroup games 2x2
2/18
Parallel plays, and learning the JQXZ word list: Timed 2x2 games
2/25
Tiles management: shuffle, racks, pre-suff-fix Pre-tournament game
3/4
The Bingo: fishing and exchange Tournament Games: turn1

3/11
Vowels and consonant dumps Turn2
3/18 
 Midterm reviews Turn3

3/25
Spring Break
4/1
Midterm + Turn4
4/8
Offense is the best defense. Word placement Turn5
4/15
Different forms of Scrabble + professional tips Turn6 
4/22
Word games, in general. Final set of tournament games: turn7
4/29
Final exam.  Final tournament game.
