The Star Wars Galaxy

The Page
The class webpage is www.bookworlds.org. It contains all the published information about the class (including this syllabus).

The People

The course coordinators who will be teaching this class are:


Kevin Heiken

CLASS EMAIL: please email Kevin Heiken at krheiken@berkeley.edu if there are any questions or concerns

The sponsoring professor for this course is          Jason Schlude                 of the History department.

The Class
This is a two unit pass/not pass course in the History department. Due to History department policies, the class can be taken only as a 98. However, both upper and lower classmen will be able to enroll. Section will be held on Tuesday, 5-7pm. The class will give students a comprehensive overview of the Star Wars Galaxy from the colonization of the galaxy 100,000 years before the Battle of Yavin to the final peace between the Empire and fledgling New Republic 24 years after the Battle of Yavin. 
The Book
We will be using Star Wars: The New Essential Chronology by Daniel Wallace. The book is about $25. It is essentially a Star Wars text book and gives a comprehensive history of the Star Wars galaxy and its key events. Students are expected to purchase the book themselves. 
The Rules
Only the instructors are allowed to disrupt the class!


Cell Phones should be switched off or kept silent throughout the duration of the class. If you need to make an important call or are expecting an important call, let us know and you may sit by the door and answer your phone outside. Anyone caught with a cell phone ringing during class with be cast into the Pit of Carkoon.


Latecomers are terrible people. Please be on time. Each late arrival will be recorded, and after three late arrivals it will be considered an absence. If you know beforehand that you will be late, do email us about it and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the room.

Food: We know you are hungry. Even Darth Vader has to eat sometime (probably through a straw). Because of this, we are rather tolerant of your food consumption. But please, no noisy, smelly, or bothersome food, and please clean up after yourselves. We don’t need a Dianoga garbage beast taking up residence in our classroom!

Absences/Cuts: in a perfect world, there should be no cuts, or absences for that matter. We want 100% attendance! If you cannot attend, you must give us notice at least 24 hours before the absence in order for it to be excused. If you miss, even for a valid reason, but don’t talk to us beforehand it will be considered a cut! Every absence requires makeup work to demonstrate that you have done the reading. Up to 3 excused absences with makeup work are allowed and after that, any absence will be deemed a cut and your third cut is an automatic fail! You shouldn’t need to miss class six times.

The Grade
This class will be graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass will be rewarded with two units in the History department. The grade will be based on the following:

Attendance: Attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class. It is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet. If you sign in and leave after 5 minutes, you will be considered absent. 


Participation: As the classes are discussion based, participation is essential. What you say should reflect that you have done the assigned reading and understand it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind. Any comment relevant to the reading is welcome.


Assignments: there will be reading assigned every week. If you do not do the reading, you have nothing to contribute to the class and will not pass the quiz. There will be no assignments other than the reading, so by the Emperor’s Black Bones please just do the reading!


Quizzes: Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class at the discretion of the instructor and will cover the reading assigned for that section. They are our little way of making sure you are doing the reading. If you fail half the quizzes, you will fail the class. There are no exceptions or excuses. If absent, the makeup assignment given by the instructor will count as making up a quiz.


Final Term Project: You are responsible for one term project due on the last day of class. The project can be either an art project or a group presentation in class. Examples can be, but aren’t limited to, a short theatrical production/movie, a song, a dance, a drawing, or a board game. Most anything is acceptable really, but you must check with us first to confirm your topic and project. A 3-5 page essay may be written under certain circumstances, but you must talk to the instructor beforehand. You should put approximately 10 hrs of work into your term project and, if you work in groups, that number of hours is multiplied by however many group members you have. If you do not turn in a term project or your term project is so atrociously bad that the instructors deem you did not complete the assignment, you will fail!
PS: Plagiarism will not be tolerated! Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic fail!

Reading List

1/26: Course Intro: Origins of the Galaxy (2-5)

2/2: Emergence of the Sith (5-13 To Trials of Jedi), 
2/9: The Great Sith War (13-22 To Mandalorian Wars), 
2/16: The Second Sith War and New Sith Wars (22-30), 
2/23: A Failing Republic (31-51), 
3/2: The Clone Wars (51-84), 
3/9: The New Order (85-89, 106-111 to Rebel Trap), 
3/16: Dark Times for Rebellion (111-123 To Alliance Triumphant), 
3/23: Spring Break
3/30:  Rebirth of the Republic (123-133 to Isard), 
4/6: A Shrinking Empire (133-148), 
4/13: Empire Resurgent (148-176), 
4/20: The Final Years (177-193), 
4/27: TERM PROJECT PRESENTATIONS!

*Readings are subject to change
