Conversational English for International Students
Psychology 98/198
Spring 2010
Tuesdays, 5:10-7:00 pm
182 Dwinelle
Course Facilitators:
Alyssa Muramatsu 			Michelle Wong				Melody Liao
amuramatsu@berkeley.edu		michelle_wong@berkeley.edu		m_liao@berkeley.edu
Office Hours: Wednesdays, 2:10-3:00 pm @ Ramona’s Cafe
Enrollment:
This class is open to all undergraduate students in any major. International students are especially welcomed. This course is not intended for native speakers of English. 
Course Description:
This course is for students who are interested in improving their conversational English.  The course will accomplish this through discussions, debates, speeches, and various other activities that will allow students to practice speaking English.  Each activity will also include constructive criticism from the instructors to assist in improving diction, pronunciation, annunciation, and fluidity.  The ultimate goal of this class is for all participants to be more comfortable speaking with a native English speaker.
Grading
The class is graded on a pass/no pass basis.  The grade breakdown is as follows:
Attendance/Participation (55%) - Students must participate in all class activities.  They are expected to come to class prepared to share their thoughts and opinions on the week’s designated topic (see Schedule).   In order to pass, students cannot miss more than 2 class sessions.  
Homework (45%): Homework will consist of weekly journal entries, article readings and speeches.
 	Journal entries – Entries are to be 1 page, 12 pt. font, double spaced, with 1 inch. margins  If a 
 	student misses a class, he/she has until the following week to turn in the missed journal entry 
 	and still receive credit.  	Journal entries will not be accepted through email.  In order to pass, 
 	students cannot miss more than 1 journal entry.
 	Article readings – Articles will be assigned from nytimes.com.  When assigned, students are 
 	expected to read the article before coming to class and be prepared to discuss it.
 	Speeches -  All students will also be required to prepare two 3-5 minute speeches during the 
 	course of the semester.   More information on the topics and structure of the speeches will be 
 	provided.
 			
 Note on Plagiarism: Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a “no pass” grade.  All journal entries and speeches must be original work.

Schedule
Date		Topic						Homework
01/26		Class Introduction
02/02		Current Events					Journal Entry 1 – Current event
								Article – any current event
02/09		Family  						Journal Entry 2 – Family 
02/16		Relationships/Dating				Journal Entry 3 – Love
								Article – “When Love is a Schlep” by
								Elizabeth A. Harris	
02/23		Cultural Exchange 1 – Holidays			Journal Entry 4 – Cultural Differences 
 								Cultural Holiday presentation
03/02		Nonverbal Communication			Journal Entry 5 – Communication
03/09 		Sports/Competitions				Journal Entry 6 – Sports
03/16 		Political Structure				Journal Entry 7 – Politics
03/23 		Media						Skit
03/30 		Fears & Superstitions				Journal Entry 8 – Superstitions	
04/06		Beauty & Fashion				Cultural Clothing Presentation
04/13 		Future						Journal Entry 9 – Success
							 	Article – “The College Calculation”   
 								by David Leonhardt
04/20 		Class Speeches					Final Speech
04/27		Cultural Exchange 2				Journal Entry 10 – Class Evaluation






Journal Entry Prompts
Current Event
Write, in your own words, a brief summary of the article you picked and your opinion of the event. Please include a copy of the article you read.
Family
Give your opinion on one of the following issues:
1.  Family life is less important today, in the modern world, than it was in the past.
2.  Growing up, boys and girls should be treated differently.
3.  Children should leave home as soon as they legally become an adult (i.e. at 18).
Love
How do you define love?  How does the world define love?  Does your native culture define love differently from American culture?  
Cultural Differences
Explain one of the biggest cultural differences you’ve experienced while living in California.
Communication
Describe a situation that involved miscommunication.  Why did the miscommunication happen?  How could it have been avoided?
Sports
Give you opinion on one of the following questions:
1.  Are individual sports (i.e. swimming, running, diving) or team sports (i.e. basketball,  
     baseball, football) more difficult to play? Why?
2.  Which sport do you think requires the most skill to play? Why?
3.  Which sports would you rather watch than play? Why?
Politics 
What type of government/political system does your native country have?  In what ways do you think it is better than America’s government?  In what ways do you think America’s government is better? 
Superstitions
Do you think there is truth behind superstitions? Why or why not? Do you believe in any superstitions?  Describe a couple of superstitions from your native country.
Success
How would you define success?  In reference to the article, “The College Calculation” by David Leonhardt, do you think the university or college you attend influences how successful you are?

Class Evaluation
Please address all of the following:
-  What did you like best about the class?
-  What activities were most helpful in practicing your conversational English skills?
-  How can the class be improved?
