Syllabus
The Triple Helix: a journal of science, society and law
2 unit (P/NP)

The Triple Helix is an international journal that explores the interplay between science, society, and law. The journal was founded only three years ago, but now is the largest student run non-profit organization in the U.S. We have 27 chapters at the most prestigious universities in the nation and around the world including new international chapters in Australia, England, and China. Students are introduced to various areas of the journal including writing, editing, finance and production. In addition to learning about current topics in science and public policies, students are able to voice their own ideas about the most pressing issues in society today.

Course description:
This course is designed for students to learn about how The Triple Helix is organized and produced every semester. It's comprised of two parts: all students will be required to attend the first three weeks, which will be a general introduction to each of the three sectors of The Triple Helix (writing/editing, layout design and marketing/finance strategies). After the 3 weeks, students will be able to decide which sector they would most like to participate in; students are of course welcome to join more than one sector. Students will then meet with their respective group to work on either research articles, layouts or marketing projects. During your meetings, you will be given a more extensive training process for your section. Meeting times will be 2 hours every 2-3 weeks, but outside preparation work will be necessary to complete the tasks during class.
Students who do not wish to be part of the DeCal are welcome to apply to be part of the club; however, they will not receive any unit credit for their work.


Course learning objectives:
Students will be introduced to all parts of the journal production process, but may choose which part they would like to participate in for the semester. Below are short descriptions for how each section will be organized and specific learning objectives for each:

Writing/editing:
Students will participate in workshop type activities to help them develop their writing and editing skills. Additionally, they will be given exercises to develop their ideas about a specific topic of their choice that relates to science in society. Students in this sector can choose to be either writers or editors. Writers will be responsible for producing one well-researched article about a given topic and will revise the article throughout the semester. Writing and research will take place outside of class; writers will spend the majority of class time revising. Editors will be assigned a minimum of two writers whom they will work with in revising articles throughout the semester (a minimum of four rounds of revision will take place). Editors should review articles and formulate comments outside of class time, so that class time can be used for discussion of those comments with the writers and assisting the writers with revisions.

Production:
Students will learn the basics of publication design and will be trained to know how to use both Adobe InDesign and Photoshop. They will also learn how to take the most advantage of black and white layouts as well as match appropriate graphics to the specific articles. Students will work in small groups in various exercises that will familiarize them with the programs and develop an eye for good modular design and critique their own work. Class time will be mostly dedicated toward laying out the pages

Required texts:
none

Reference Websites:

Writing/Editing:
http://www.liu.edu/cwis/CWP/library/workshop/citmla.htm
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/BIOS/refman.html
http://scholar.google.com
http://www.jstor.org

Production:
http://www.ncsu.edu/sma/staff/handouts.htm
http://www.layersmagazine.com/

General:
http://www.splc.org/
http://thetriplehelix.org

Evaluation procedures:
Students will be evaluated based on attendance and completion of their assignments as well as meeting the appropriate deadlines for writing or production. All students will be permitted TWO excused absences, and all unexcused absences will be affect your final grade in the class. You are also expected to make all the edits and corrections to your assignments; failure to do so will result in a No Pass in the course.


