Bolivia’s transformation: A De-colonial shift

Course Facilitators: Adrian Landa Guzman, Jeannette Reynaga, Ramon Quintero

Contact: J_Reynaga@berkeley.edu, a_landa_guzman_1@berkeley.edu

Course Description: The transformation that is unfolding in Bolivia is not a shift from Right (Conservatism) to Left (Socialism) but a “Decolonial” shift. This decolonial shift seeks to undo 500 years of “Modernity/Coloniality”. This Decolonial shift will include the input and the production of knowledge not only from a Western perspective, but also from an Indigenous perspective. For the last 500 years, the production of knowledge has dominated and occluded “other” forms of knowledge. In response, the Aymara people are emerging from the cracks of Modernity/Coloniality in an effort to provide a different alternative from the three main ideologies (conservatism, liberalism, and Marxism). By doing so, the Bolivian government under Evo Morales (first indigenes president) seeks to create a “pluri-national state”. In doing so, they have provided an epistemological approach known as “inter-culturidad” that coalesce two forms of thinking: Western and Indigenes. This, in turn, provides an alternative way of producing knowledge and alternative model from which Bolivia is undertaking. As a class, we will explore all the following terms: Modernity/Coloniality, Decolonial shift, Inter-culturidad as well as their origins. We will explore how this decolonial shift is partly a derivative of the Dependency School of thought; and investigate Wallerstein’s contributions. Also we will look at Bolivian history: pre-colonial, post-colonial, and present. Finally, there will be a strong emphasize on the transformations and changes that are occurring within Bolivia. 

Coursework: This is a collective learning experience. Even though we will be facilitating, all students are encourage to take on active role in discussing the material. To be an effective facilitator, students must be prepared and have read the material. In addition, students will need to submit a one to two page reading responses every week. Also, students will be reminded and given ample time to prepare for their group presentations. We will meeting once a week for one hour. 

Grading/Evaluation: Course is graded on a P/NP basis for 2 units. A passing grade is given based attendance, participation, reading completion, written responses, and presentation.

· Weekly reading response: 25%

· Group presentation: 50%

· Participation and Attendance 25%

Readings: Reading will be handed one week before class, excluding the first week of class

Group Presentation: Following the course students will divide into groups and prepare for a class presentation. Students will apply the concepts we learn and chose one of the following movement: Zapatistas, Ecuador, Venezuela, Cuba, Nicaragua, and El Salvador, and investigate how they are addressing “Modernity/Coloniality”. Preparation for the presentation should be equally distributed amongst the group. Presentations should be comprise of a 5-10 minute presentation. This is definitely subject to change. Students who wish to propose their own topics will get approval, as long as they can show a connection with what we have discussed. 

Syllabus: 

1st : Week/Intro to Class/ Important theoretical framework

Grosfoguel, Ramon. "Revista Critica de Ciencias Sociais." Decolonizing Political-Economy and Post-Colonial Studies: Transmodernity, Border Thinking, and Global Coloniality 80th ser. (2008): 115-47.

Suggested Reading:

Frank, Andre Gunder. "Chapter 1 The Development of Underdevelopment." Latin America: Underdevelopment or Revolution. Monthly Review, 1969. 3-17. 2008.

2nd:Week Bolivia in a Historical Context/ The Idea of Latin America

Morales, Waltraud Q. "Introduction: People of South America's Heartland." A Brief History of Bolivia (Brief History). New York: Facts on File, 2003. Xvi-13.

Suggested Reading:

Mignolo, Walter. "The Americas, Christian Expansion, and the Modern/Colonial Foundation of Racism." Idea of Latin America. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2005. 2-23.

Movie: War on Democracy by John Pilger

3rd Week: Formulation of the “Other”/ The Idea of Latin America

Todorov, Tzvetan. "The Discovery of America." Conquest of America the question of the other. Norman: University of Oklahoma P, 1999. 3-23.

Mignolo, Walter. "The Americas, Christian Expansion, and the Modern/Colonial Foundation of Racism." Idea of Latin America. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2005. 
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4th Week: “Colonial Matrix of Power”/The Rise of an Indigenous Movement

Albo, Xavier. "From MNRistas to Kataristas to Katari." Resistance, rebellion, and consciousness in the Andean peasant world, 18th to 20th centuries. Madison, Wis: University of Wisconsin P, 1987. 379-419.

Quijano, Anibal. "Coloniality of Power, Eurocentrism and Latin America." Nepantla: Views from the South. 533-80.

5th Week: “Core, periphery, semi-periphery” in a Bolivian Context / Bolivian Revolution 

Petras, James, and Henry Veltmeyer. "The Politics of Adjustment, Reform and Revolution in Bolivia." Social Movements and State Power Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Ecuador. New York: Pluto P, 2005. 175-219.

Wallerstein, Immanuel. "Chapter 1The inequalities of core and periphery." The Capitalist World-Economy. New York: Cambridge, 1979. 1-48.

Suggest Readings:

Wallerstein, Immanuel. "Chapter 1 World Networks and the Politics of the World Economy." The Politics of the World Economy: The states, the movement, and the civilization. Cambridge. 1-12.

6th Week: Unit Analysis/ World-Systems Analysis

Wallerstein, Immanuel. "Chapter 10 The Inventions of TimeSpace Realities: Towards an Understanding of our Historical Systems." Unthinking Social Science The Limits of Nineteenth-Century Paradigms. New York: Temple UP, 2001. 135-48.

Suggested Readings:

Wallerstein, Immanuel. "World-Systems Analysis." Social Theory Today. Standfored UP, 1987. 309-24.

7th Week: Bolivia’s Alternative/Anti-Globalization

Mignolo, Walter D. "Chapter 7 Globalization/Mundializacion: Civilizing Process and the Relocation of Language and Knowledge." Local Histories/Global Designs. New York: Princeton UP, 2000.

Chomsky, Noam. "South America: Toward an Alternative Future, by Noam Chomsky." Chomsky.info : The Noam Chomsky Website. 18 May 2009 http://www.chomsky.info/articles/20070105.htm

Suggested Reading: 

Cardoso, Fernando Henrique. "Chapter 10 The Internationalization of the Market: The New Nature of Dependence." Dependency and development in Latin America. Berkeley: University of California P, 1979. 151-71.


8th Week: Decolonial Shift/ “Inter-Culturidad”.
Mignolo, Walter. "The Americas, Christian Expansion, and the Modern/Colonial Foundation of Racism." Idea of Latin America. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2005. 95-114

Chomsky, Noam. "Latin America Declares Independence, by Noam Chomsky." Chomsky.info : The Noam Chomsky Website. 18 May 2009 <http://www.chomsky.info/articles/20061003.htm>.

Preparation for group presentation: Aside from Bolivia, there are other decolonial shifts that  are unfolding: Zapatista, Ecuador, Venezuela, Cuba, Nicaragua, 

Video Clip: “Bolivia’s African King” 
9th  Week: Decolonial Shift/ The Ayllu and “Aymara” theorizing. 

Mignolo, Walter. "The Americas, Christian Expansion, and the Modern/Colonial Foundation of Racism." Idea of Latin America. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub., 2005. 115-135, 141-148

Mignolo, Walter. "Rafael Correa: it is “change of epoch” rather than “an epoch of changes” (1)." 30 Mar. 2007. <http://waltermignolo.com/2007/03/30/rafael-correa-it-is-%E2%80%9Cchange-of-epoch%E2%80%9D-rather-than-%E2%80%9Can-epoch-of-changes%E2%80%9D-1/>.

Video Clips: “Evo Morales in his own words” 
Week 10th Group Presentations

