James Park

English Department

CCN:



Christian Love in Theory and Literature
Required Texts:

St. Augustine. The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love.

St. Augustine. Confessions. (Books 1-4)
Lewis, C. S. (1980). The Four Loves. Harcourt. 
Lewis, C. S. (1971). Till We Have Faces: A Myth Retold. Harcourt.
Nygren, Anders (1982). Agape and Eros. University of Chicago Press. (excerpts)
Course Description:

What do we mean by the word ‘love’? Is it merely a feeling? Is love something that must be learned and cultivated, or is it an innate ability? Love is a term universally understood, yet when we say we love pineapples, our parents, our friends, our lovers, and even God, we obviously do not love these in the same way. This class will focus on love in a Christian context. We will examine this topic primarily through five books. The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love, by St. Augustine, an early church father, was written for Laurentius as a handbook on the Christian faith and deals with the virtues of faith, hope and love. Confessions, also by St. Augustine, is an autobiography detailing Augustine’s life and conversion to Christianity. Agape and Eros, by Anders Nygren, a Lutheran theologian, primarily discusses how man’s relationship with God should be rightly understood. The Four Loves is an exploration on the nature of human love based on four ancient Greek words for love (storge, philia, eros, and agape), and Till We Have Faces is a reworking of the myth of Cupid and Psyche, portraying the many different facets of love.  The last two works are written by C.S. Lewis, who is most often recognized as the author of the Chronicles of Narnia. As we read these books we will consider several conceptions of Christian love beginning with Augustine’s original formulation and Nygren’s and Lewis’ subsequent attempts. In the latter part of the course, we will use these books as a lens to examine Lewis’ portrayal of love in his fiction.
Classes will meet once a week. Attendance is mandatory. The bulk of the class time will be spent on discussion, starting with a short review to recap the week’s reading. The readings will be about 50 pages per week. There will be two papers, each about 3 pages long. However, three papers will be assigned and students will choose which two to write. Students will be expected to attend class, read the assignments, participate in discussion, and complete two of the three papers.
Requirements:
Two papers (due March1, April 5, May 5) – 80%
Class Participation – 20%

Class Attendance – 10%

Schedule:
Week of January 25

 Introduction
Week of February 1

Confessions, Book 1–4
Week of February 8

The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love, Ch. 1–41
Week of February 15

 The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love, Ch. 42–81
Week of February 22

The Enchiridion on Faith, Hope and Love, Ch. 82–122
Week of March 1

Agape and Eros, (excerpt 1)
[Paper 1 due]
Week of March 8

Agape and Eros, (excerpt 2)
Week of March 15

 Agape and Eros, (excerpt 3)
Week of March 22

Spring Recess
Week of March 29

The Four Loves, Introduction to Ch.2(pg. 1-56)





Intro; Likings and loves for the sub-human; Affection
Week of April 5


The Four Loves, Ch.3–5 (pg. 57-141)


Friendship; Romantic Love; Charity
[Paper 2 due]
Week of April 12

The Cupid and Psyche myth, Till we Have Faces, Part I Ch.1-8 (pg. 3-87)
Week of April 19

Till we Have Faces, Part I Ch.9-17 (pg. 88-202)
Week of April 26

Till we Have Faces, Part I Ch.18-21 and Part II (pg. 203-309)
Week of May 5


Final Paper Due!
