
Lord of the Rings: The History of Middle Earth

Syllabus

The Page

Class webpage is www.bookworlds.org. It contains all the published information about the class (including this syllabus). 

The People

The course coordinators who will be teaching this class this semester are:


Kevin Heiken




CLASS EMAIL: krheiken@berkeley.edu


The sponsoring professor is          John Lindow              of the         Scandinavian           department. 

The Class

This is a two unit pass/not pass class in the department. The class can be taken as either 98 or 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.

There will be only one section:                
The Books


We will be reading The Simarillion and The Unfinished Tales. We don’t recommend any specific version of the books since there are many different copies. We will also be looking at the appendices of The Lord of the Rings.
The Rules


Cell Phones should be kept on silent or, even better, turned off. If you are expecting an important call, please sit near the door and answer it outside. Anyone caught with a cell phone ringing during class will be cast through the Doors of Night.


Latecomers are evil! Please be on time. As in the past semesters, those who come in late will be subjected to a little light-hearted public humiliation. The exact conditions will be determined on the spot. If you know beforehand that you will be late, do email us about it, and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom.

              Food - we understand that most of you tend to have dinner at this time of day, so if you are extremely hungry, we won’t badger you if you eat. But please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food. Violators feed the whole class. 

              Absences/Cuts - there should be no cuts, and, in a perfect world, no absences either. We want 100% attendance. An excused absence requires a minimum of 24 hours’ notice to one of the instructors


If you know you are going to miss a class, talk to us beforehand; it may not be considered 
a cut.  If you miss class, even for a valid reason, and don’t talk to us beforehand, it will 
be considered a cut.
Every absence requires makeup work to demonstrate that you have done the reading and could/would have contributed to class discussion had you been there. Up to 3 excused absences with makeup work are allowed, after that, any absence will be deemed a cut and by your third cut, it’s an automatic fail. You shouldn’t need to miss class this many times, since exams are only twice a year and you have one extra excused absence for any other reason. If you know that other planned activities will conflict with the course, don’t sign up for this course

The Grade

This class will be graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass will be rewarded with two units of either or in the Department. The grade will be based upon the following:


Attendance - just like in all the other DeCals, attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken in the beginning of each class. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave after five minutes, you will be counted as absent. Remember, after three cuts, you will fail!!!


Participation - since the classes will be discussion based, participation will be absolutely essential. What you say should reflect that you have read the assigned part and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind!


Assignments - there will be a reading assignment every week. If you don’t do the reading, you will have nothing to contribute in class, and you will not pass the quiz.


Quizzes – Quizzes will be instituted at the beginning of each class. They are meant to test you on the reading as well as on on-going class discussions. If you fail half the quizzes, you will fail unless you really do a stellar job on the makeup work we will give you.


The Term Project – You will be responsible for a term project, which can be either a 3-5 page paper on a topic you have previously discussed with one of the instructors, an art project or a group presentation in class. This project can be, but is not limited to, a short theatrical production, a dance, a lecture, a board game, or a piece of music. If you don’t turn in a term project, you will fail the course, end of story.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student caught plagiarizing will receive an automatic Fail.
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