BookWorlds Spring 2010

Harry Potter and the Chamber of Analysis
Syllabus

Course Objective

The objective of this course is to explore the world within and surrounding the Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling.  Through this De-Cal, we hope to legitimate the Harry Potter series by analyzing the novels as more than simply Children’s Literature. Each week our class shall examine a different theme prevalent within the novels like: comparisons to other literary works, mythological allusions, good vs. evil, prejudice, and so on.  In doing so, we seek to reveal the many layers of the Harry Potter series --  those which Rowling developed throughout the series as well as the ones she left for the reader to investigate more deeply.

The Page

The class webpage http://harrypotterandthechamberofanalysis.wordpress.com/ is the source for the information about the class. It contains all the published information about the class (including this syllabus).

The People

The course coordinators who will be teaching this class this semester are: Alyssa Jaffer, Joey Baetti, and Ramsina Lazar.

To contact the facilitators, email: expectopatronumS10@gmail.com
The sponsoring professor is Janet Sorensen of the English Department. 

The Class

This is a two (2) unit pass/not pass class in the English department. The class can be taken as either English 98 or English 198. Only students with junior standing and above can enroll in 198.  Class will be held on Tuesdays 5-7pm. 
The Reading

A course reader including excerpts from:


-Harry Potter and Philosophy: If Aristotle Ran Hogwarts Edited by Baggett & Klein

-Mapping the World of Harry Potter Edited by Mercedes Lackey


-Selected Editorials and Critical Articles from related online journals
The Rules

You must abide by these rules in order to participate in the course.


Cell Phones should be kept on silent or, even better, turned off. Anyone caught with a cell phone ringing during class will be hunted down by Death Eaters (i.e. one of us will answer it).

Latecomers are evil! Please be on time.  If you know beforehand that you will be late, please email us about it, and try to make as little noise as possible when you enter the classroom. Of course there may be times that you’ll be held up by a wandering troll or Rita Skeeter, but please make every possible attempt to be on time.

Similarly, though we understand you have to leave class early every once in a while, if it becomes a habit, you’ll be hunted like a horcrux, and consequences will include half-an-absence (read ahead for more details).

    Food - We understand that most of you tend to have dinner at this time of day, so if you are extremely hungry, we won’t badger you if you eat. But please, no noisy, smelly, bothersome food. Violators will be locked up in Azkaban.  Bring us food if you like though; bringing a feast for the class would be even better! (
            Absences - There should be no absences. Besides, you know you don’t want to miss a week of talking about Harry Potter! Naturally you can’t help it if Vampires are out for your blood right before class, but Four TOTAL absences will result in a fail.  This can add up by:

a) Missing a class: each absence will be tallied.

b) Not turning in a homework assignment: every missed asst will equal ½ an absence

c) Repeatedly leaving class early:  once is fine, but after that it equals ½ an absence.
If during the semester you have reached a total of 4 absences, you can still earn a passing grade if you write a 5-page essay on a given prompt.  However, if after doing so, you still miss a class/don’t turn in homework/don’t do the final project, you will automatically receive a failing grade.
The Grade

This class will be graded on a Pass/Not Pass system and those who pass will be rewarded with two units of either 98 or 198 in the English Department. The grade will be based upon the following:


Attendance & Participation – 45% – Just like in all the other De-Cals, attendance is absolutely mandatory. Roll will be taken in the beginning of each class. Signing the attendance sheet is your responsibility. If you sign it and leave after five minutes, you will be counted as absent. Remember, four absences means you fail! Since the classes will be discussion based, participation will be absolutely essential. What you say should reflect that you have read the assigned part and understood it. Don’t be afraid to speak your mind!


Homework Assignments – 20% – There will be a homework assignment due every week.  They may vary week by week, but typically will be responses to weekly reading assignments that must be posted no later than the Sunday at noon prior to the class, on the Nabble forum.  You get full credit for doing them.  Missing a homework assignment will count as half an absence.

The Term Project – 35% – You will be responsible for submitting a final term project on the last day of class.  You must submit a project proposal during the semester. A handout containing more information concerning this project will be passed out a few weeks before it is due. The final project is your own creative interpretation of the material covered throughout the course.  It can be whatever you want: a story written in the world of Harry Potter, an illustration of some sort, a video, recreated songs, a soundtrack, a game, performance art – anything you like so long as it meets two conditions.  The first is that you must relate it fairly explicitly to the course material.  The second is that you must put some time into it; although we aren't expecting a drawing to be worthy of the Louvre, we nevertheless will refuse to accept something obviously drawn in the ten minutes before class.  Final projects will not be accepted late – barring grave circumstances (emphasis on “grave”), no exceptions to this rule will be granted.  But don’t stress about this – the idea is that you put effort into it because you really like what you’re doing.
	Class Number
	Topic of Discussion


	1 
	Introduction to class



	2
	Sorting into Houses; group activities


	3 
	Social constructs within Harry Potter; comparison of our world and Rowling’s (Schools, government, culture, etc.)  


	4
	Representations & Implications of prejudice: pure-blood students vs. muggle-born students, gender roles, humans vs. magical creatures, etc. 


	5
	Physics, Metaphysics, & Science: time travel, characteristics of potions, alchemy, etc. 


	6
	Free Will vs. Determinism within Harry Potter

	7
	Good vs. Evil; Heroes vs. Villains 


	8
	Death, Immortality & the Afterlife  


	9
	Exploration of Love as a theme


	10
	Many roles of Fan-fiction; Mental Health and Psychology within the novels  


	11
	Comparison between HP and other Literature

(mythological, Biblical, Shakespearean etc)  
**Project Proposals Due**



	12
	TBA

	13
	Discussion of any unanswered questions related to Harry Potter

	14
	**Presentations of final projects**


