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Course Overview:

If you think Chinese movies are all about martial arts, Jackie Chan, Jet Li, think again. Though having enjoyed a significant amount of commercial success, most of the well-known Chinese-language films in the United States tend to focus on certain genres and do not represent the multi-faceted Chinese cinema as a whole.  This course introduces students to a wide variety of films from Mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.

Based on a similar course offered at Peking University, China, the CCDC course places focus on screening, understanding and analyzing movies that brought Chinese cinema world attention. Students will learn different aspects and nuances of Chinese cinema through film screening, discussion, reading, lectures, and homework assignments. In addition, students will have the opportunity to develop skills for film analysis.

No prior knowledge or language skills are required. All students are welcome to join the class.

Grading:

Grading is broken into three sections for a total of 100 points:

(40 points) Attendance and class participation, including 10 points for Game Night and 10 points for take-home screening discussion

(30 points) Screening responses

(30 points) Final presentation
To pass the class, students need to get at least 70 points overall.
Attendance:

We do understand that three-hour DECal class can be demanding, so we are going to make the attendance as flexible as possible. Students may miss up to three sessions. In addition, students will get ONE screening pass per semester. Screening pass means that students may watch the screening movie at home and only come to class for discussion.

Assignment:

Students are also asked to write responses to films of their choice. 

Game Night: students in a group of 3 to 5 participate in Chinese film trivial 
Take-home screening: students are asked to watch a movie from a pre-selected list at home and then come to class to discuss 

Group Project (Chinese Academy Awards):

Chinese Cinema DECal Group Project is an opportunity for students to be movie stars! Students in a group of 3 to 5 are asked to watch and analyze a movie from a pre-selected list, and then present their work to the class. The presentation will be conducted as if each group were the production crew and cast of that movie. This means that students need to take on the roles of director, actors, producers, screenwriters, and etc. to convince the judges why their film deserves to be the Best Picture. Awards will be handed out in the end (Best Picture, Best Director, Best Actor and etc.).
Schedule (subject to change):

The 2-unit course is designed to be 3 hours per week. Students will screen two movies every three weeks. Prior to each screening, a short lecture is conducted to give students the background information that is helpful to understand the movie. 

Week 1 (1/28/2009) Course introduction + Lecture: Film industry in Taiwan
Week 2 (2/4/2009) Screening:  Yee Chin-yee’s Blue Gate Crossing
Week 3 (2/11/2009) Screening: Zhang Yimou’s To Live
Week 4 (2/18/2009) Lecture: Survey of the six generations of film-makers in Mainland China, with focus on the Fifth and Sixth Generation 

Week 5 (2/25/2009) Screening:  King Hu’s Swordsman I
Week 6 (3/4/2009) Screening: Wang Xiaoshuai’s Beijing Bicycle
Week 7 (3/11/2009) Screening: Wong Kar-wai’s Chungking Express
Week 8 (3/18/2009) TBA or Trivial Game Night
Week 9 (4/1/2009) Lecture: Survey of the Hong Kong film industry (triad-theme action movies, martial arts movies, Wong Kar-wai, Stephan Chow, McDull series, and others)

Week 10 (4/8/2009) Screening:  John Woo’s A Better Tomorrow
Week 11 (4/15/2009) Screening: Take-home screening discussion (Jia Zhangke’s Still Life, Edward Yang’s Yi Yi, Tsai Ming-liang’s Vive L’Amour)

Week 12 (4/22/2009) Screening:  Stanley Kwan’s Center Stage
Week 13 (4/29/2009) Group Project presentation: “Chinese Academy Awards 2009”

