Reading List
Week 1 (1/25 - 1/31):  Introduction; Episode 1: Shores of the Cosmic Ocean

Readings:  A Death in the Solar System

Discussion: On our capacity to create and wonder

Week 2 (2/1 - 2/7):  Episode 2:  One Voice in the Cosmic Fugue


Readings:  The God Delusion: The Anthropic Principles, The Ultimate Boeing 747, 



Natural Selection as a Consciousness-raiser




The Grand Contraption: Beginnings & Endings, The Exploding Universe




Where Is Everybody?: Solution 8


Discussion:  Reflections on evolution and a new way of thinking

Week 3 (2/8 - 2/14):  Episode 3:  The Harmony of the Worlds


Readings:  The Structure of Scientific Revolutions: A Role for History


Discussion:  The Copernican revolution, deGrasse Tyson’s thoughts on its limits


Assignments:  Triple C Art Project assigned

Week 4 (2/15 - 2/21):  Episode 4:  Heaven and Hell


Readings:  Billions and Billions: Religion and Science




The Demon-Haunted World: The Most Precious Thing, Science and Hope


Discussion:  Why do we care about astronomy?

Week 5 (2/22 - 2/28):  Episode 5:  Blues for a Red Planet


Readings:  Epistemic Dependence


Discussion:  Modern scientific efforts (a break from individualism)


Assignments:  Triple C Art Project due

Week 6 (2/29 - 3/5):  Episode 6:  Traveler’s Tales


Readings:  The Grand Contraption: Interlude, Theories of Matter


Discussion:  The importance of proper education.


Homework:  Constellation Mythology assigned

Week 7 (3/8 - 3/14):  Episode 7:  The Backbone of Night


Readings: no reading


Discussion:  Introduce Olber’s Paradox

Week 8 (3/15 - 3/21):  Episode 8:  Travels in Space and Time

Readings:  Other Worlds: Planet Quest, Oops Never Mind, Other Worlds  


   Discussion:  Introduce Special Relativity

Assignments: Constellation Mythology due

Week 9 (3/22 - 3/28):  Spring Recess

Week 10 (3/29 - 4/4):  Episode 9:  The Lives of Stars


Readings: no reading


Discussions:  Dark Matter, Population 1-3 stars, search for Pop 3 stars


Homework:  Drake’s Equation assigned

Week 11 (4/5 - 4/11):  Episode 10: The Edge of Forever


Readings:  no reading


Discussions:  Dark Energy, density perturbations, inflation, CMB

Week 12 (4/12 - 4/18):  Episode 11: The Persistence of Memory;


Readings: A History of Information Storage and Retrieval: The New World of 




Hypertext


Discussions:  Information technology as a unification mechanism


Assignment:  Drake’s Equation due

Week 13 (4/19 - 4/26):  Episode 12:  Encyclopedia Galactica


Readings:  The God Delusion: Little Green Men



        Where Is Everybody?: Solutions 16-20




Rare Earth


Discussion:  Modern efforts of SETI, exoplanets search, SIM (satellite)

Week 14 (4/27 - 5/2):  Episode 13: Who Speaks for Earth?


Readings: no reading


Discussion:  Fermi Paradox, Arecibo message, nuclear energy conflicts

Week 15 (5/3 -  5/10):  Film:  Contact


Readings:  Contact (suggested)

         Discussion:  Contact film, book
